Present simple and present continuous
1. Study this example situation:

Ann is in her car. She is on her way to work. She is DRIVING to work.

This means, she is driving now, at the time of speaking.

This is the present continuos tense:

I am (=I’m)



He/she/it is (=he’s etc)

DRIVING

We/ they you are (=we’re etc.)

We use the present continuous when we talk about something that is happening at the time of speaking:

· Please don’t make so much noise. I’M STUDYING. (not “I study)

· “Where is Margaret?” …. “SHE’S HAVING a bath.”

· Let’s go now. It ISN’T RAINING any more.

· (at a party) “Hello, Ann. ARE you ENJOYING the party?”

2. Around the time of speaking. 

We also use the present continuous when we talk about something which is happening around the time of speaking. But not necessarily exactly at the time of speaking. Study this example situation:

· Tom and Ann are talking and drinking in a Café. Tom says “I’M READING an interesting book at the moment. I’ll lend it to you when I’ve finished it.

Tom is not reading at the time of speaking. He means that he has began the book and hasn’t finished it yet. He is in the middle of reading it. Here are some more examples:

· Silvia IS LEARNING English at the moment.  (not learns)

· Have you heard about Tom? He IS BUILDING his own house. (not builds)

Present simple and present continuous
3. A period around the present. We often use the present continuous when we talk about a period around the present. For example: today, this season:

· “You’RE WORKING hard TODAY.” …. “Yes, I have a lot to do.”

· Tom ISN’T PLAYING football this SEASON. He wants to concentrate on his studies.

4. Changing situations. We use the present continuous when we talk about changing situations:

· The population of the world is RISING very fast. (not rises)

· IS your English GETTING better? (not does … get)

5. The exceptions. Some verbs cannot be used in the continuous form. For example, you cannot say “I am knowing”. You can only say I KNOW (the simple tense). Here is a list of verbs which are not normally used in the continuous tense (but there are exceptions):

WANT
LIKE
BELONG
KNOW
SUPPOSE 

REMEMBER 
NEED
LOVE
SEE 
REALISE

MEAN
FORGET
PREFER
HATE
HEAR


BELIEVE
UNDERSTAND
SEEM


HAVE 
(when the meaning is possess)

THINK
(when the meaning is believe)

· Do you LIKE London (not “are you liking”)

· He doesn’t UNDERSTAND (not “HE ISN’T UNDERSTANDING”)

· These shoes BELONG to me. (not “are belonging”)

· What do you THINK Tom will do? (=What do you believe he will do?) but: What are you THINKING about? (=What is going on in your mind?)

Present simple and present continuous
Use these verbs to complete the sentences:


eat
have
lie
play
sit
wait

1. She……is eating………. an apple.

2. He ……………………..for a bus.

3. They …………………….. football.

4. I ………………………..on the floor.

5. We ……………………….. breakfast.

6. It ……………………….. on the chair.

Complete the sentences. Use one of these verbs:


build
cook
go
have
stay 
stand 
swim 
work

1. Please be quiet. I….am working.

2. ‘Where’s John?’ ‘He’s in the kitchen. He ……………………..                  

3. ‘You
………………………. on my foot.’ ‘Oh, I’m sorry’

4. Look! Somebody………………………… in the river.

5. We’re here on holiday. We………………………….at the Central Hotel.

6. ‘Where’s Ann?’ ‘She…………………………a shower.’

7. They………………………………a new theatre in the city centre at the moment.

8. I………………………now Goodbye.

Present simple and present continuous
What’s happening at the moment? Write true sentences.

(I /wash /my hair) I’m not washing my hair. 

(it / snow)   ……………………………….

(I /sit /on a chair) …………………………….    

(I /eat) ……………………………….           

(it  / rain) ……………………………….              

(I / learn / English) ……………………………….            

(I / listen / to music) ……………………………….          

(the sun / shine) ……………………………….         

Are the verbs in these sentences are right or wrong.Correct those which are wrong. The verb is underlined.

 Examples:
I don’t know your telephone number.
RIGHT

Please don’t make so much noise. I study.
WRONG
- I am studying.

1 Look! Somebody is climbing up that tree over there.

2 Can you hear those people? What do they talk about?

3 Are you believing in God?

4 Look! That man tries to open the door of your car.

5 The moon goes round the earth.

6 I’m thinking it would be a good idea to leave early.

7
The government is worried because the number of people without jobs is increasing.

8
I’m usually going to work by car.

Present simple and present continuous
Put the verb into the correct form, present continuous (I am doing) or present simple (I do).

Examples:

Please don’t make so much noise. I am studying (study).

How many languages
does Tom speak . (Tom / speak)?

This machine doesn’t work
(not/work).

1 I___________________(not/belong) to a political party.

2 Hurry! The bus ___________________(come). I________________(not/want) to miss it.

3 The River Nile___________________(flow) into the Mediterranean.

4
The river________________________(flow) very fast today — much faster than usual. 

5
We usually______________(grow) vegetables in our garden but this year we______________ (not/grow) any.

6
A: Can you drive?


B: No, but I__________________(learn). My father ___________________(teach) me.

7
(at a party) I usually___________________(enjoy) parties but I___________________ (not/ enjoy) this one.

8
George says he’s 80 years old but I____________________(not/ believe) him.

9
Ron is in London at the moment. He_____________________(stay) at the Hilton Hotel.  He usually_______________________(stay) at the Hilton Hotel when he’s in London.
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